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The Research Question

What is the e�ect of globalization on gender equity?

What mechanisms at work?
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Theoretical Framework

Globalization a�ects factor prices (comparative advantage)

When male and female labor are not perfect substitutes:

changes in female wages, i.e. opportunity cost of female labor

Globalization has heterogeneous e�ects on the gender gap
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Testable Implications

Countries with a comparative advantage in

�female-labor-intensive� sectors will exhibit:

higher female lfp
lower fertility
more progressive views on gender
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Data and Methodology
Outcome variables

Female labor force participation: I2D2: International Income

Distribution Database

unbalanced panel (1981-2011) compiling and standardizing all
labor force and household surveys across the world (a total of
553 surveys)
96 countries [and counting] with an average of 5.76 years per
country

Fertility variables: World Development Indicators

Attitudes towards women: World Value Surveys
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Data and Methodology
Female-Labor Needs of Exports

Each sector employs varying fraction of female labor: UNIDO

Industrial Statistics Database (INDSTAT4)
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Data and Methodology
Female Labor Needs of Exports

Each country will export varying quantities of goods from each

sector: COMTRADE

Female-Labor Needs of Exports:

FLNXct = ∑
s

ωsctFLs
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Data and Methodology
Econometric Speci�cation

Yc = α +βFLNXc + γZc + εc

or in panel speci�cation:

Yct = α +βFLNXct + γZct +ηc +ηt + εct
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Identi�cation

Sectoral gravity speci�cation (Frankel and Romer, 1999) to

predict bilateral export shares (at the sector level): Do and

Levchenko (2007); di Giovanni and Levchenko (2009)

Predict export shares: predicted FLNX as an instrument for

actual
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Next Steps

Construction of female labor force participation dataset

Estimations: OLS, 2SLS and FE (panel)

Do, Levchenko and Raddatz (2013) Globalization and Gender



Annex: comparing I2D2 and KILM

Country-level data on labor force participation: WDI or ILO's

KILM (Key Indicators of the Labor Market)

KILM relies on national surveys, and aggregation done by

national statistics o�ces

Years of missing surveys: imputation from various models
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I2D2 versus KILM
LFP (all)
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I2D2 versus KILM
Female LFP
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