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Abstract

Youth clubs are community-based after-school programs, typically offered free
of charge to teenagers in underprivileged neighbourhoods. I provide the first
causal estimates of their effects on education and crime by leveraging
quasi-experimental variation from austerity-related cuts which led to the closure
of 30% of the youth clubs that were open as of 2010 in London. I use
difference-in-differences research designs and administrative data to compare
residents of areas near closed clubs to residents of areas where clubs remained
open. Teenagers affected perform worse in national high school exams after
closures, and the effects are much larger for lower-income youths who also become
more likely to be excluded and suspended from school. Youth offending rates in
areas affected increases by 15%, and these effects are not explained by changes in
policing intensity, nor by general austerity. These programs appear to
complement formal education and to have a crime-reducing effect beyond
short-term incapacitation through the provision of unique resources devoted to
young people, and by supporting lower-income youths specifically.
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